[image: http://sharepoint/sites/com/GSFR Logos/_w/GSFR_black_jpg.jpg]


April 21, 2011	 							FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

GuideStone Funds rank eight of 212 among peers in fi360 report

By Brock Anderson

[bookmark: _GoBack]DALLAS — GuideStone Funds were ranked number eight among their 212 peers for the period ending March 31, 2011, by fi360 Fund Family Fiduciary RankingsTM.  

To determine the standings, mutual fund and ETF families are ranked by the fi360 Fund Family Fiduciary RankingsTM. In these rankings, fi360 determines the percentage of the individual funds in a family that have a fi360 Fiduciary ScoreTM Quarter in the top quartile of their peer group. The Score evaluates investments on nine different criteria to determine if the investment meets a minimum fiduciary standard of care: regulatory oversight, track record, assets in the investment, stability of the organization, composition consistent with asset class, style consistency, expense ratio/fees relative to peers, risk-adjusted performance relative to peers and performance relative to peers. Additionally, fund families must contain at least five distinct funds with a three-year history to be considered in the report. 

GuideStone Funds ranked higher than many well-known household names in the mutual fund industry.

The ranking comes on the heels of positive results from Lipper announced in a GuideStone news release last week.

“GuideStone is pleased to follow the news of what we feel are strong Lipper results with this notable fi360 ranking that places GuideStone Funds in the fourth percentile among its peers,” said John R. Jones, chief operating officer of GuideStone Financial Resources and president of GuideStone Funds. “These positive accolades from the different ratings groups help demonstrate the quality work of our investment team, managers and sub-advisers. We’re pleased to have earned this ranking by fi360.” 

Retirement plan participants who want to determine which GuideStone Funds are appropriate components of their portfolio can use GPS: Guided Planning Services*  by logging into their accounts at www.MyGuideStone.org. 
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___________________

*Financial advice provided by GuideStone Advisors, a controlled-affiliate of GuideStone Financial Resources.

You should carefully consider the investment objectives, risks, charges and expenses of GuideStone Funds before investing. For a copy of the prospectus with this and other information about the funds, please visit www.GuideStoneFunds.org, or call 1-888-98-GUIDE (1-888-984-8433). You should read the prospectus carefully before investing.

Lipper Inc., a Reuters Company, is a nationally-recognized organization that compares the performance of mutual funds having similar investment objectives.  The comparison is made across registered mutual funds, ranking the funds with similar objectives according to total returns.  These investment returns are calculated after operating expenses have been deducted from each fund, but the rankings do not take sales charges into account.  Lipper rankings are subject to change monthly, and past rankings are no guarantee of future results.

The Fund Family Fiduciary Rankings™ is a quarterly report on the major fund families. Fi360 leverages the technology used to determine the Fi360 Fiduciary Score™ for mutual funds and exchange-traded funds to establish a ranking for each family. Only shops with five or more funds with at least a three-year track record are considered in the report. Within each fund family, the percentage of funds that have either a “Passed” (Fi360 Fiduciary Score™ 0) or Appropriate” (Fi360 Fiduciary Score™ 1-25) classification is calculated. This percentage is then used to rank order the families. In the instances where two or more fund families tie (share the same percentage), preference is give to the shop with the greater number of funds offered. All fund share classes are considered in the rankings.

GuideStone Funds shares are distributed by BNY Mellon Distributors Inc., not an adviser affiliate. 

Brock Anderson is the Senior Editor of Retirement Marketing Development for GuideStone Financial Resources of the Southern Baptist Convention.

Media Contact — Curtis D. Sharp, Executive Officer, Assistant to the President, GuideStone Financial Resources, SBC. Contact Mr. Sharp via email, Curt.Sharp@GuideStone.org, or telephone at (214) 720-2127. 
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