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Relying on God’s Power

Exodus 14:13-14

Y Colbert Gilles

Served the Lord alongside his wife, Marie, for more than 15 years.
Mission:Dignity recipient since 2023.

AFTER CROSSING the Red Sea by the mighty hand of the Lord, the Israelite people
looked back and saw the Egyptian chariots and Pharaoh’s horsemen behind them.
They were terrified; they cried out and complained to Moses. They had quickly
forgotten the work of their great God. Then Moses, a great leader inspired by the
Lord of the Armies, answered them, “Do not be afraid. Stand still, and see the
salvation of the Lord, which He will accomplish for you today. For the Egyptians
whom you see today, you shall see again no more forever.” Exodus 14:13-14 (NKJV)

Let us analyze the main idea of Moses’ answer in three points:

1. Do Not Be Afraid.
This expression from Exodus 14:13 is repeated on several occasions in the
Bible. In Deuteronomy 3:22 (NKJV), we read, “You must not fear them, for the
Lord your God Himself fights for you.” In Deuteronomy 31:6 (NKJV), we further
read this passage: “Be strong and of good courage, do not fear nor be
afraid of them; for the Lord your God, He is the One who goes with you. He
will not leave you nor forsake you.” Finally, in Isaiah 41:10 (NKJV), the Lord tells
his people through the prophet: “Fear not, for | am with you; Be not dismayed,
for | am your God. | will strengthen you, yes, | will help you, | will uphold you
with my righteous right hand.” The Lord walked with the Israelite people. He
was in front and behind them. Moses knew that. He was confident in the Lord
and strongly encouraged the people not to be frightened.

2. Stand Firm.
Moses, a courageous leader, knew that God had secured his people. He
advised them to take their stand and be firm and confident. He knew fear
leads to a loss of confidence, self-control, direction, and proper guidance.
Moses asked them to be undismayed. We can become dismayed when

Continued on page 2.



Devotional Book 2026

THIS YEAR, Mission:Dignity released
another 40-day devotional book highlighting
devotionals written by recipients — including
the one you read on page one. We passed
out these books again at the Southern
Baptist Convention Annual Meeting in Dallas
in June and had another great response!

We want to create a new version for
2026. Would you consider writing a short
devotional for the 2026 edition? It can be
based on a previous sermon or personal
experience — however the Lord leads.

Here is a description of what we'’re
looking for:

e 150-450 words handwritten or
typed in paragraph form (no
outlines, please)
o Corresponding Bible verse or passage

e Please make all biblical references
in the same version (e.g., NKJV, NIV,
CSB, etc.)

e Recent photo

Please send your devotional o Susan
Ervien’s attention via mail to our office
or email Susan.Ervien@GuideStone.org.

Submissions must be received by December
5, 2025, to be considered for the next edition.

Continued from page 1.

difficulties occur in our lives. We
sometimes lose confidence in the
power of God to solve our problems.
As we face overwhelming world
conflicts, we may grow pessimistic.
Nevertheless, Jesus reminds us to
believe in his Word. Stand firm when
sickness comes! Stand firm when
disorder arrives! Stand still when
tremendous thunderstorms shake us!
Be still because God is our refuge!

3. See the Salvation of the Lord Today.
Moses instructed the people of
Israel not to fear and to stand firm,
assuring them they would witness
the Lord’s deliverance. After these
words, he explained to the people
what the Lord’s salvation would look
like in this situation: the Egyptian
chariots would be blocked, the
horsemen would be destroyed, and
the Israelites would not see them
ever again. Moses’s words spell out
God’s final victory over Egypt, the
freedom of the Israelite people.

Therefore, when facing any situation, as
complicated as it might be, we must rely
on the mighty hand of God. Jahaziel, the
son of Zechariah, inspired by God'’s Spirit,

addressed King Jehoshaphat in these terms:

“Do not be afraid nor dismayed because

of this great multitude, for the battle is not

yours, but God’s” 2 Chronicles 20:15 (NKJV).
When we trust God, barricades will lift, and
closed gates will open for us.

In closing, let us read the Apostle Paul’s
exhortation in Philippians 4:6-7 (NKJV): “Be
anxious for nothing, but in everything by
prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving,
let your requests be made known to God;
and the peace of God, which surpasses all
understanding, will guard your hearts and
minds through Christ Jesus.”

How can you stand firm and see the
salvation of the Lord today?

SARA PALMER AND SHIRLEY DISMUKES met in the 1950s
at Headland Avenue Baptist Church in Dothan, Alabama.
Shirley was dating Robert Dismukes, and Sara, Robert’s
cousin, was being pursued by George Palmer. All four were
young, in love and stepping into lives of ministry.

Over the decades, Sara and Shirley supported each other through moves, revivals and the
everyday realities of ministry life. But an unexpected tragedy further deepened their bond. When
Robert died suddenly at 51, Shirley was just 46 with two children still at home. She worked three
jobs to make ends meet — including 33 years at a funeral home, where she learned to drive a
hearse at 60!

Years later, when Sara lost George, she too faced life alone. But their friendship never faded.
Today, they live just five miles apart and talk on the phone two to three times a day. They check in,
run errands and care for one another in small, daily ways.

Sara and George were the first to recommend Mission:Dignity® to Shirley — a ministry that has
since supported both women in retirement.

“If it were not for Mission:Dignity and GuideStone, | would not survive,” Sara says. “I| don’t know
what I'd be doing, but it has been a blessing.”

Their friendship is a daily reminder that faith, love and mutual care can carry you through
anything, together.

Refer a Friend to Mission:Dignity

DO YOU know someone who could benefit from Mission:Dignity? If someone you know meets
or comes close to meeting the qualifications to receive Mission:Dignity assistance, you can
help in one of three ways:

1 Call1-877-888-9409 or email MissionDignity@GuideStone.org and provide us with
the candidate’s contact information, including name, address and phone number.

Submit an application online at GuideStone.org/Assistance.

Download a PDF version of the application at GuideStone.org/Assistance, take it to
the person you know, and help him or her complete it.

Applications can be emailed to MissionDignity@GuideStone.org or mailed to:
Mission:Dignity

5005 LBJ Freeway, Ste. 2200

Dallas, TX 75244-6152

Applications are available in English, Spanish, Korean and Chinese.



Renew Your Application on Time!

It's more important than ever to submit your grant renewal application on time. Please
review these important steps for renewal:

1 Your renewal application should arrive in the mail three months before the 1st of
the month in which your grant expires.

2 If you do not receive the renewal, please contact the Mission:Dignity office so we
can send one once we have verified your address. This will help ensure a seamless
transition to a new grant once approved.

Please also note that you may receive a call from a manager or director to confirm
information on your renewal application.

Mission:Dignity Folder

You will have noticed that this fall’s At Home edition came with a
Mission:Dignity folder! We encourage you to use this folder to store
all Mission:Dignity correspondence in the same place for easy access.

Be sure to include copies of your original and/or renewal
applications and grant letters, as well as notes on any questions or
clarifications you might need to ask a Mission:Dignity representative.
If you find this folder helpful, please let us know how you are using it!

Contact Us:
o Call us at 1-877-888-9409 and select “Option 1"
o Fax documents to 1-866-692-6327.
o Email us at MissionDignity@GuideStone.org.
« Use the enclosed postage-paid envelope.

When Mission:Dignity staff call you, our phone number may appear as our toll-free number
1-877-888-9409 or as DALLAS, TX. Please save this number in your phone.

¢Habla espanol? Si usted necesita hablar con alguien que hable espanol, llame al
1-877-888-9409, elija “la opcién 1” y pregunte por “Sophia” o “Chad”.
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