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Inspiration, advice and resources for God’s faithful servants

A TALE OF TWO TRAINS:
Meet Rich and Ruth Piscopo

Two trains define Rich Piscopo’s life. The first brought
Rich’s wife, Ruth, to freedom from communist China
when she and her family escaped to Hong Kong in
1951. Ruth’s father’s family knew the Lord as faithful
Christians going back three generations. Born in
Shanghai, China, Ruth would later move to New York
City and graduate from the Juilliard School of Music,
a mezzo-soprano.
On December 16, 1959, the second train led to death. Rich’s father, as a 37-year-old
nightclub entertainer, had decided one morning that life had no purpose and
jumped in front of a Manhattan-bound subway train. Rich was four years old
at the time of his father’s death. As he grew up, he longed for the strength of his
father’s presence and guidance. With this longing grew anger — anger that he had
been left alone. Rich’s inner pain was driving him to end his life, too. When Rich’s
grandmother, Rosaria, was visiting the family, she sensed the growing pain and the
unspoken need for help in her grandson. As a Christian herself, she knew that only
the Lord could make a lasting difference in Rich’s life.
During the summer of 1969, Billy Graham was preaching a series of evangelistic
meetings broadcast from Madison Square Garden. Grandmother Rosaria
persuaded Rich to watch one of them on TV.
As part of that particular program, Billy Graham specifically spoke about the
epidemic of suicide and the hope that can be found in a personal relationship with
Jesus Christ. On that summer evening, as America’s astronauts were racing to the
moon, the God of the universe entered the life of Rich Piscopo.
Since then, Rich and Ruth have been telling the story of God’s love in their lives
and seeing many people come to God through their ministry. Rich and Ruth
Piscopo served as international evangelists for more than 45 years. They have
traveled to 40 countries worldwide and are new Mission:Dignity® recipients!

SCAM ALERT:

Cybercriminals Ship Out Another Scam
Around the world, the COVID-19 pandemic
continues to impact supply chains for countless
industries. Cybercriminals often use these
widespread problems to their advantage.
In a recent scam, cybercriminals used the
possibility of a delayed or missed shipment
as a way to gain access to personal information.
The scam starts with an email that appears
to come from a reputable shipping company
about a supposed order you have made. The
email will ask you to download an important
shipping confirmation document. Instead of a
confirmation document, the email link leads
to a well-designed but fake webpage that
asks for an email address and password.
Signed, sealed, delivered — any information
entered on the webpage is sent straight to
the cybercriminals!
TO STAY SAFE FROM SIMILAR SCAMS,
REMEMBER THE FOLLOWING TIPS:
• Watch out for a sense of false or unnecessary
urgency from the sender as these types of
scams rely on impulsive actions — always
think before you click!
• Never click on a link or download an
attachment in an email that you were
not expecting.
If you are expecting a shipment and receive a
related email, confirm that the email is legitimate by looking at the actual sender’s email
address before clicking any links in the email.
Look for details such as a correct spelling of
the email address and that the information
matches your order confirmation number, the
purchase date and the payment method.

Pray with Us in 2022

Help us spread the word about
Mission:Dignity Sunday 2022
on June 26!

Join Mission:Dignity in Prayer by
Accessing Prayer Requests Online

Ask your pastor or Sunday school
leader if they would like to celebrate
Mission:Dignity Sunday with us.

This year, we’ve launched a new Online Prayer
Ministry featuring prayer requests from fellow
Mission:Dignity recipients each month. We
covet your prayers and hope you will enjoy
uplifting specific requests to the Throne of
Grace with us.

Participating is easy!
Here are a few ways your church
or Sunday school class can join
us in making a difference:
• Download or order free
promotional resources by
visiting MDSunday.org or texting
MDORDER to 41444 from a
mobile device. You can also call
our office!
• Promotional materials include:
» Bulletin inserts
» Posters
» DVD of recipient stories

• Materials are not dated and can
be used at any time of the year.

• Anyone can donate by texting
MDSUNDAY to 41444.
• Speak with your pastor or
other leaders about adding
Mission:Dignity to your church’s
annual giving budget.

I have been young, and now
am old; Yet I have not seen
the righteous forsaken.”
Psalm 37:25a (NJKV)

Requests will also be posted weekly on our social media platforms, making them easy to
share with friends and family who might be interested in the ministry of Mission:Dignity.
You can also visit GuideStone.org/Mission-Dignity/Get-Involved/Prayer-Requests
to see current and past requests.

APPLY or REFER ONLINE to Mission:Dignity
Are you or someone you know looking to apply to receive Mission:Dignity
benefits? Instead of downloading the application from our website, now you can
fully apply online through DocuSign. This new online application will immediately
be delivered for processing at our offices — no stamps or scanning needed!
The application is also now available in English, Spanish and Korean.
Visit GuideStone.org/Assistance for more information.

CONTACT US:

• Call us at 1-877-888-9409 and then select “Option 1”
• Fax documents using 1-866-692-6327
• Email us at MissionDignity@GuideStone.org
• Use the enclosed postage-paid envelope
Si usted necesita hablar con alguien que hable español, llame al
1-877-888-9409, elija “la opción 1” y pregunte por “Sophia”.

WIDESPREAD MAIL DELAYS:
Due to the widespread and ongoing
mail delays many are experiencing, we
recommend the following options to
expedite receipt of monthly grant funds,
bills and receipts.
Monthly Grants – Streamline by
Switching to Direct Deposit
If you receive a monthly grant (not an
expense grant) from Mission:Dignity,
consider switching to a direct deposit
into your account — instead of a monthly
check. This means you will no longer need
to monitor the mail for a check (or make
an unnecessary trip to the bank) because
the grant amount will go directly into your
bank account each month! To find out
more about this safe, contactless option,
contact our office at 1-877-888-9409,
Monday through Thursday, from 7 a.m. to
5 p.m. CT and Friday, from 7:30 a.m. to 4
p.m. CT.
Expense Grant Recipients –
Send Your Receipts Electronically!
If you are an expense grant recipient (not
monthly grants), you have the ability to
send bills and receipts to us by fax or email.
We can receive and process them quicker
this way. Simply scan or take a picture of
the bill or receipt, save it on your computer, then attach it to an email and send it
to MissionDignity@GuideStone.org. We’ll
receive the digital copy of it and pay the
expense grant.
Mission:Dignity • 5005 LBJ Freeway, Ste. 2200
Dallas, TX 75244-6152 • 1-877-888-9409

ADDITIONAL REMINDERS:
Do you use an assistive device that
requires electricity? You may be
able to register with your utility
company to avoid being included in
rolling blackouts or brownouts due
to shortages or winter storms. Some
utility companies call this Critical
Care or Chronic Condition Protection.
Contact your utility company today
to find out if you qualify!
Disaster Assistance
Tornadoes, hurricanes, flooding, fires,
extended power outages and the list
goes — disasters of all kinds can strike
at any time. Whenever we are aware
of a large-scale disaster, we try to
reach out to you. But we don’t always
know right away. If you experience
some kind of disaster, please reach
out to us.
Update to Your Mission:Dignity
Renewal Application
As a reminder — we’ve streamlined
our renewal application to make it
easier for you! Next time you receive
your renewal, you will notice that it is
now only one page (front and back).
We hope this change will make renewal time a little easier for you!
Please feel free to attach any other
documents as necessary.

Like and/or follow us on
social media @MissionDignity
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