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But he said to them, “Do not be alarmed. You seek Jesus of Nazareth, who was 
crucified. He is risen! He is not here. See the place where they laid Him. But go, tell 
His disciples — and Peter — that He is going before you into Galilee; there you will 
see Him, as He said to you.” 

Mark 16:6-7 (NKJV)

Many years ago, I asked a professional artist, a friend of mine, to draw a picture of 
the Lord Jesus’ appearance to Simon Peter on that first Easter Sunday after He had 
risen from the dead. We know there was a private appearance because Scripture 
tells us (Luke 24:34; 1 Corinthians 15:5).

I believe the Lord appeared to Simon Peter to assure him that he was forgiven and 
restored after denying Jesus three times before the crucifixion. Jesus wanted Peter 
to understand that truth. The picture my friend drew was powerful: it showed Peter 
embracing Jesus, tears streaming down his face. You could see the scars in Jesus’ 
hands from the crucifixion. In the background was an open window, and beyond it, 
a wind-swept hill with three empty crosses signifying that Jesus had risen from the 
dead. That image reminds me that Jesus appeared to Peter to restore and forgive 
him.

My friends, I had that picture framed because it represents a profound truth: 
whatever situations we face, whatever trials we endure, the risen Christ comes to 
us. He encourages us, admonishes us and restores us again. Perhaps today you 
are facing difficulties — marital struggles, physical challenges or financial burdens. 
Whatever it is, remember this: the Risen Lord is with us to revive us, to restore us 
and to forgive us.

Mark 16:6-7

Encountering the Risen Lord   

Continued on page 2.
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Thank God we have a risen Savior who 
loves his people and meets us in our 
time of need. Praise him for that!

In what practical ways can you live with 
resurrection hope this week?

This is an excerpt from this year’s  
40 Days of Dignity devotional book, 
written by you, Mission:Dignity 
recipients! To request your copy, visit 
MissionDignity.org/Devotional or call 
1-877-888-9409.

                     
Continued from page 1.

Refer a Friend to Mission:Dignity
Do you know someone who could benefit from Mission:Dignity? If someone you know meets or comes 
close to meeting the qualifications to receive Mission:Dignity assistance, you can help in one of three 
ways:

 1	 Call 1-877-888-9409 or email MissionDignity@GuideStone.org and provide us with the 
candidate’s contact information, including name, address and phone number.

2	 Submit an application online at GuideStone.org/Assistance.
3	 Download a PDF version of the application at GuideStone.org/Assistance, take it to the person  

you know, and help him or her complete it.

Applications can be emailed to MissionDignity@GuideStone.org or mailed to:  

Mission:Dignity 
5005 LBJ Freeway, Ste. 2200
Dallas, TX 75244-6152 

Applications are available in English, Spanish, Korean and Chinese.

Mabel Addison always knew she would marry a minister.

Growing up on a farm in Missouri, she often told others just that. So, when a young preacher 
named Henry came to her rural church, she prayed, “Lord, I’d sure like to iron that man’s shirts.” 
By that summer, they were married.

Over the next 57 years, Mabel and Henry served churches throughout Missouri and Kansas. They 
raised three daughters, attended seminary and made a life centered on ministry. Most of their 
churches were small and rural. To supplement their income, they restored antique furniture and 
sewed drapes from home — never advertising and always trusting the Lord to provide.

In time, Henry’s health declined. Heart surgeries slowed him down, and eventually, he had to 
step away from the pulpit. When he passed, Mabel says the hardest part was learning how to be 
alone.

“But I’ve found there’s no better cure for loneliness than the Lord,” she says. “He’s a friend who 
cares at all times.”

Not long after Henry’s passing, a local pastor connected Mabel with Mission:Dignity®. The 
monthly financial support has helped her stay in her home, remain active in church and continue 
encouraging others in her community.

“The ministry isn’t easy,” Mabel says. “But it’s rewarding. And through it all, I’ve never felt alone. I 
praise him because I never, ever felt alone. And I still don’t.”

Recipient Spotlight
In Death and Life:  
Mabel Addison’s Story

Help us spread the word about 
Mission:Dignity Sunday 2026!
Mission:Dignity Sunday is June 28, 2026. Ask 
your pastor, Bible study or Sunday school leader 
if they would like to celebrate Mission:Dignity 
Sunday with us. 

Participating is easy! Here are two ways your 
church, Sunday school class or small group can 
join us in making a difference: 

1) Order free promotional resources by calling us 
at 1 (877) 888-9409 or 

2) Download materials by visiting MDSunday.org

Promotional materials include: 

•	 Bulletin inserts 

•	 Posters 

•	 DVD of recipient stories 

•	 Materials are not dated and can be used 
at any time of the year

Speak with your pastor or other leaders about 
adding Mission:Dignity to your church’s annual 
giving budget today!

Look for Our Call
When the Mission:Dignity staff calls you, our phone number 
may appear as our toll-free number and/or location:  
1-877-888-9409 or Dallas, TX. Please save this number on 
your phone and answer when we call. We may have important 
information for you!

Please also check your voicemail; many times we call, and 
voicemail is either not set up or full. We want to make sure we 
are able to connect with you!



Contact Us:
•	 Call us at 1-877-888-9409 and select “Option 1”.
•	 Fax documents to 1-866-692-6327. 
•	 Email us at MissionDignity@GuideStone.org.
•	 Use the enclosed postage-paid envelope.

¿Habla español? Si usted necesita hablar con alguien que hable español, llame al 
 1-877-888-9409, elija “la opción 1” y pregunte por “Sophia” o “Chad”.
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Like and/or follow us on social media @MissionDignity 

Mission:Dignity • 5005 LBJ Freeway, Ste. 2200
Dallas, TX  75244-6152 • 1-877-888-9409

Renew Your Application on Time 
It’s more important than ever to submit your grant renewal application on time. Please 
review these important steps for renewal:

 1	 We will mail you a renewal application three months before the 1st of the month in 
which your grant expires.

2	 If you do not receive the renewal, please contact the Mission:Dignity office so we 
can send one once we have verified your address. This will help ensure a seamless 
transition to a new grant once approved. 

3	 Email or fax is preferred. If you mail in your renewal application, please keep a copy 
for your records.

Please also note that you may receive a call from the manager of  
recipient relations, Chad Vandiver, to confirm information on your  
renewal application.

USPS Informed Delivery® 
With USPS Informed Delivery, you can view what is being 
delivered to your mailbox each day. It’s a great way to monitor 
whether something was removed from your mailbox. Visit the 
website or download the app on your phone to sign up and 
receive daily alerts. USPS.com/Manage/Informed-Delivery


