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& Casting Your Cares
c 1Peter 5:7

e  Shirley Dismukes

~ Served alongside her late husband for almost 30 years
"' Mission:Dignity® recipient since 2020

Shortly after my husband passed away, | found myself drawn again and again fo
one particular verse:

Casting all your care upon Him, for He cares for you. 1 Peter 5:7 (NKJV)

On a Monday, | stepped into a new role as daycare director at the church my ¢
husband pastored. One week later — on the following Monday — he went home
to be with the Lord. Suddenly, | was faced with learning a new job while walking
through overwhelming grief.

My days were long. | poured every ounce of strength | had into caring for the
children, and at night, | faced the loneliness and sorrow of loss. Each morning,
going to work through tears felt almost unbearable. During those moments, |
repeated 1 Peter 5:7 over and over, casting my broken heart upon the one who
promised he cared.

5 Each morning on the radio, the same preacher would say, “Whatever you are going =
through, don’t you dare quit — joy comes in the morning.” Those words, paired with
God’s Word, helped carry me through each day.

The daily love of the children became a gift from God. Through them, | was able
to serve in that role for more than 12 years, along with a second job at our local
funeral home. God met me in my sorrow and gave me purpose, strength and
comfort one day at a time.

Continued on page 2.
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Continued from page 1. Do you have a message to share?
We’re accepting devotional

Even now, that verse remains a deep . . I
submissions!

comfort to me. When life feels heavy, |

am reminded that | am never carrying This year, Mission:Dignity released another
40-day devotional book highlighting devotionals

written by recipients — including the one you

Ministry Never Retires: Pastor Larry’s

my cares alone.

What burden do you need to cast on read on page one. We passed out these books
the Lord today, trusting that he truly again at the Southern Baptist Convention Annual Call to Serve and the Power of Supporf
cares for you? Meeting in Orlando in June and had another

great response! We want to create a new version

for 2027. Throughout their 34 years of service, Larry Fackler and his wife Mary Ann served churches of

all sizes. They ministered to an Air Force base in Mountain Home, Idaho, and planted a Korean
church nearby. In Utah, they rescued a financially troubled congregation. As Director of Missions,
Larry became “a pastor’s pastor” to 31 churches, leading conferences and revivals while helping
struggling congregations establish firm foundations.

This is an excerpt from this year’s

40 Days of Dignity devotional book,
written by you, Mission:Dignity
recipients! To request your copy, visit
MissionDignity.org/Devotional or call
1-877-888-9409.

Would you consider writing a short devotional for
the 2027 edition? It can be based on a previous
sermon or personal experience — however the
Lord leads. Here is a description of what we’re
looking for: God blessed the Facklers with two sons with special needs, Tim and Caleb, which opened unique
ministry opportunities. Larry now serves on Missouri's sheltered workshop board, an organization
that provides work experiences for individuals with disabilities. “It has been rewarding to minister
to others who also have special needs children,” he reflects.

e 150-450 words handwritten or typed in
paragraph form (no outlines, please)

« Corresponding Bible verse or passage However, when Mary Ann battled cancer, medical bills depleted their retirement savings. Having

« Please make all biblical references in the opted out of Social Security after ordination, Larry faced an uncertain future. That’s when a

same version (e.g., NKJV, NIV, CSB, etc.) seminary friend recommended Mission:Dignity.

Today, at 77, Larry continues supply preaching while caring for his adult sons, both believers
who regularly share the Gospel with shoppers at Walmart. “God has blessed us through
Please send your devotional to Susan Ervien’s Mission:Dignity”” Larry says. “God always comes through.”

attention via mail fo our office or emaiil
Susan.Ervien@GuideStone.org. Submissions
must be received by October 30, 2026, to be

considered for the 2027 edition.

e Include a recent photo of yourself

Refer a Friend to Mission:Dignity

Do you know someone who could benefit from Mission:Dignity? If someone you know meets or comes
close to meeting the qualifications to receive Mission:Dignity assistance, you can help in one of three
ways:

1 Call1-877-888-9409 or email MissionDignity@GuideStone.org and provide us with the
Look for Our Call . candidate’s contact information, including name, address and phone number.
When the Mission:Dignity staff calls you, our phone number ;
may appear as our toll-free number and/or location:
1-877-888-9409 or Dallas, TX. Please save this number on
your phone and answer when we call. We may have important
information for you!

2 Submit an application online at GuideStone.org/Assistance.

Download a PDF version of the application at GuideStone.org/Assistance,
take it to the person you know, and help him or her complete it.

Applications can be emailed to MissionDignity@GuideStone.org or mailed to:

Please also check your voicemail. Sometimes, the voicemail is
either not set up or full, and we cannot leave a message. We
want to make sure we can connect with you!

Mission:Dignity
5005 LBJ Freeway, Ste. 2200
Dallas, TX 75244-6152

Applications are available in English, Spanish, Korean and Chinese.
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USPS Informed Delivery®

With USPS Informed Delivery, you can view what is being

delivered to your mailbox each day. It’s a great way to monitor

whether something was removed from your mailbox. Visit the

website or download the app on your phone to sign up and ’

receive daily alerts. USPS.com/Manage/Informed-Delivery

g Renew Your Application on Time

It's more important than ever to submit your grant renewal application on time. Please
review these important steps for renewal:

1 We will mail you a renewal application three months before the 1st of the month in
which your grant expires.

2 If you do not receive the renewal, please contact the Mission:Dignity office so we
can send one once we have verified your address. This will help ensure a seamless
transition to a new grant once approved.

i 3 Email or fax is preferred. If you mail in your renewal application, please keep a copy
: for your records.

Please also note that you will receive a call from a Mission:Dignity team member to confirm
information on your renewal application.

Contact Us:
o Call us at 1-877-888-9409 and select “Option 1”.
o Fax documents to 1-866-692-6327.
o Email us at MissionDignity@GuideStone.org.

+ Use the enclosed postage-paid envelope.

¢Habla espafol? Si usted necesita hablar con alguien que hable espariol, llame al
1-877-888-9409, elija “la opcién 1” y pregunte por “Sophia” o “Chad”. ’
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€ Like and/or follow us on social media @MissionDignity ﬁ @ -
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