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At Home

Inspiration, advice and resources for God’s faithful servants

Mission:Dignity
Staff Updates
We hate to say goodbye to the lovely
Shawnelle Jones — so we’re not! After 11 years
of serving our recipients, Shawnelle is staying
on the Mission:Dignity team but changing
roles to help with donation processing as
our Gift Process Specialist. Shawnelle’s
servant heart and soft voice will be missed
by many, but we are excited about this new
opportunity. Feel free to contact her to wish
her well.
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In her place, we are excited to welcome
Sophia Montemayor as Program Specialist.
Sophia is originally from Nebraska but now
calls the Dallas/Fort Worth area home. She
lives with her husband, Juan; they have four
children and four grandchildren with another
on the way. Sophia spent the past 25 years
in construction and development in the
commercial real estate industry. With the
support of her husband and family, she
decided it was time to follow God’s call into
ministry and service.

with this insight, Sophia offers both
compassion and empathy to prospective
and existing recipients. Please welcome
Sophia next time you call in with any
questions about your Mission:Dignity grant.

Here’s a fun fact: Sophia’s parents, Lupe and
Piedad DeLuna, are Mission:Dignity
recipients. She knows all about the ups and
downs of pastoral life firsthand. Equipped

We hope you’ll join us as we celebrate the
new responsibilities of a faithful and trusted
employee and welcome to two new faces to
our team.

Lastly, please welcome Hannah Glick, our
new Mission:Dignity Specialist. Hannah hails
from the Dallas area and will be working
with us part-time as various needs arise.
She is getting married in February of this
year and comes to us having worked at e3
Partners and I Am Second ministries.

Powered by the Spirit ;
Guided by the Word
By James Williams

“On August 22, 2021, I completed my 61st
prayer run — a ministry I began on May 3,
2020. Each Sunday at 9:00 a.m., I get in my
1989 Prizm, with 203,201 miles on it, and
drive through four subdivisions, down
Airport Road and on to the post of the
Hayleyville National Guard here in
Hayleyville, Alabama. Once parked, I then
run for a little over an hour — seven miles
total, praying for protection and provision
for the families in the surrounding subdivisions. I also pray for the various National
Guard Units that come through this post. I
pray for each one and their respective
families. It is the least I can do to express my
appreciation for their service to our country.
I had asked the Lord to give me an
assignment in my morning prayers.
Churches in our area were shut down due to
COVID-19, and I wanted to do something.
The Lord put it on my heart to do a prayer
run every Sunday morning during the
shutdown. One of the most amazing things
is that the Lord has provided good weather
for 61 consistent Sundays without a break.
And I continue to run as the Lord has called.
It has been so rewarding.”
James and Barbara Williams faithfully
served the Lord for 32 years in Alabama,
Georgia and Kentucky. They currently live
in Hayleyville, Alabama and have been
Mission:Dignity® recipients since 2003.

WELCOME
CHANGES
IN 2022!
Benefit Increases
Good news! GuideStone® trustees approved
benefit increases for all Mission:Dignity
recipients effective January 2022.
All recipients will see an increase ranging
from $50 to $150 in monthly benefits,
depending on years of service and need.
You should have recently received a letter
detailing your specific increase amount.
Trustees also approved:
• Higher asset limits for eligibility (from
$30,000 to $45,000)
• Increased funeral benefits up to $3,000
for funeral costs
• Increased grace period before having
to reapply for benefits after the death
of a spouse
We are thankful to donors and trustee
members who care deeply about this
ministry and have championed these
updates. If you have any questions about
this increase in benefits, please call the
Mission:Dignity office.

Widespread Mail Delays
Due to the widespread and ongoing
mail delays many are experiencing,
we recommend the following options
to expedite receipt of monthly grant
funds, bills and receipts:

Expense Grant
Recipients – Send Your
Receipts Electronically!
If you are an expense grant recipient
(not monthly grants), you have the ability
to send bills and receipts to us by fax or
email. We can receive and process them
more quickly this way. Simply scan or
take a picture of it, save it on your
computer, attach the bill or receipt you
want to send us and send your email.
We’ll receive the digital copy of it and
pay the expense grant. If this is not an
option for you, please continue to send
reciepts by regular mail.

Streamline by
Switching to
Direct Deposit
If you receive a monthly grant (not an
expense grant) from Mission:Dignity,
consider switching to a direct deposit
into your account — instead of a monthly
check. This means you will no longer
need to monitor the mail for a check (or
make an unnecessary trip to the bank)
because the grant amount will go
directly into your bank account each
month! To find out more about this safe,
contactless option, contact our office.

Disaster Assistance
Tornadoes, hurricanes, flooding, fires,
extended power outages and the list goes
— disasters of all kinds can strike at any
time. Whenever we are aware of a largescale disaster, we try to reach out to you.
But we don’t always know right away. If
you experience some kind of disaster,
please reach out to us for Emergency Grant
Assistance.

Meet Janie Sartain

Janie Sartain has been a recipient since 1998.
She tragically lost her husband, Harry, in 1995 in
a boating accident, which claimed his life at the
age of 52. Three months before his death they
also lost their youngest son.
Harry was in the Marines when they met and
was already feeling the call on his life to full-time
ministry service. It took a few years, but Harry
finally surrendered to the ministry after he got
out of the Marines. He went back to school and
began pastoring his first church shortly
thereafter. Harry and Janie spent 31 years in
ministry together before he was abruptly taken.
They served “small, troubled” churches for their
entire ministry in Mississippi.

Janie has lived with one of her children ever since her husband’s death. She battles
health issues daily, but is grateful for the Lord’s provision for all of these years,
through Mission:Dignity.

Do you use an assistive device that requires electricity?
You may be able to register with your utility company to avoid being included
in rolling blackouts or brownouts due to shortages or winter storms. Some
utility companies call this Critical Care or Chronic Condition Protection.
Contact your utility company today to find out if you qualify!

Updates to Your Mission:Dignity Renewal Application
As a reminder — we’ve streamlined our renewal application to make it easier for you!
Next time you receive your renewal, you will notice that it is now only one page (front
and back). We hope this change will make renewal time a little easier for you! Please
feel free to attach any other documents as necessary.

Contact Us:

Call 1-877-888-9409 and then select “Option 1”, fax at 1-866-692-6327,
email at MissionDignity@GuideStone.org or use the
enclosed postage-paid envelope.
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