
Faithful Through Every Storm
Trusting God to Provide in Every Season

For nearly 60 years, Forrest Critser and 
his wife, Pamela, have been many things: 
newlyweds navigating military deployment, 
bivocational ministry partners and parents 
balancing family needs while building 
churches. 

They’ve weathered financial strain, served 
hurricane-ravaged communities and lost 
nearly everything to Hurricane Ian. Through 
it all, they’ve learned what it means to trust 
that God takes care of his own.

But their story did not begin with a storm. It 
began in a youth church choir.

Class Ring Thrown Over a Shoulder
Forrest, full of faith and the spunk of adolescence, stood in front of the First Baptist 
Church youth choir and announced, “If any of you girls want to go steady with me, 
catch this.” Then he threw his class ring over his shoulder.

A girl caught it. He didn’t even know her name. “She’s now my wife of 57 years,” 
Forrest says.

At age 20, soon after getting married, Forrest told Pamela that he felt the Lord 
calling him into ministry. “I think it’s about time you preach,” she responded, without 
hesitation.

Service Without Surplus
The country churches they served were faithful but small, and receiving a salary 
wasn’t an option. Often, he received no pay at all, but they trusted God would always 
provide. 

“Sometimes I didn’t even take pay and pastored as a volunteer,” Forrest shares. “It 
didn’t matter. I wasn’t there for the money. I was there to fulfill a mission.”

To provide for their family, Pamela worked at a bank, and Forrest worked 
bivocationally for 15 years with Sears and Roebuck, along with random odd jobs he’d 
pick up to make ends meet. 

Financially, things were always tight, but as they remember those early years, their 
voices carry the weight of joy. “We were young. We were alive,” Pamela says with a 
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smile. “We had our kids. We had a wonderful life.”

No Shirt, No Shoes – All to Reach Those with No Jesus

Years later, God led them to a struggling church on Fort 
Myers Beach. Resources were scarce, and there was a 
clear divide between “church people” and ”those people”. 

They decided to meet people where they were.

Forrest built a tiki hut on the beach, put on a swimsuit, 
and, with a grin, invited beachgoers to stop by his hut. He 
shared the Gospel with them, knowing that Jesus loved 

“those people”, too.  

He walked the streets and spoke to people that many 
overlooked.

And the church grew.

When the Storm Took Everything
Over the years of serving at a coastal church, some 
storms were literal, starting with Hurricane Charley.

“Each time a storm came,” Forrest says, “we would set up 
refrigerators, grills and tents within hours to serve the 
community. We wanted to show them that God is our 
sustainer — and he will sustain them as well.”

Hurricanes repeatedly battered their community, 
and each time, the church became a hub for relief — 
partnering with disaster response teams, setting up food 
stations and offering hope alongside hot meals. But later, 
with Hurricane Ian, the storm surge was fierce.  

Pamela was away visiting family when the news came, 
but she watched on TV as the storm ravaged the coastline, 
praying for protection. She had no idea that Forrest 
was trapped in a flooding garage, unable to force the 
door open as water rose around him. With less than two 
minutes to spare, Forrest prayed to God for help, and the 
door gave way.

He escaped with little more than his life. Hurricane Ian 
destroyed the church building, and their home, along with 
57 years of photographs, keepsakes and irreplaceable 
pieces of their story. 

Faithfulness That Endures
There was nothing left to rebuild, but there were people 
who were displaced, hungry and hurting — and they 
needed help. The members of the church rolled up their 
sleeves and immediately partnered with FEMA and the 
Red Cross. Relief stations were established on church 
property for more than a year as they worked alongside 
government agencies to help feed and care for the 
community.

In the aftermath of Hurricane Ian, the church family 
pooled funds and purchased an RV for Forrest and 
Pamela to live in. Their tiny home now sits on family 
property where they live simply, surrounded by loved ones 
and grandchildren who “keep them young”.

On The Other Side of the Table
For decades, Forrest and Pamela had been the ones to 
give time, energy, talent, and whatever they had. Asking 
for help did not come naturally, but when a friend of a 
friend of a friend told them about Mission:Dignity®, they 
applied. 

Pamela recalls exactly what the representative told her 
on the phone, “She said, ‘We’re going to take care of you. 
You’re one of ours.’ We wept.”

The monthly financial support brought stability. A 
Christmas stipend arrived just in time. When a donated 
car needed new tires, Mission:Dignity covered the cost. 
When Pamela needed dentures, the ministry provided 
assistance. And that the support came from the family of 
Christ made their gratitude all the sweeter.

“All of my life, we’ve been giving. We never asked for 
anything,” Forrest says. “And after Hurricane Ian, I found 
out what it meant to be on the other side of that table 
to receive, and we were simply even more blessed, 
especially because of where it came from.”

Faithful In Every Season
Forrest and Pamela’s story is a testimony of what it means 
to remain faithful through every storm. When asked what 
wisdom they would offer to those beginning their journey 
in ministry, the answer came without hesitation:

“I have been a Christian for many, many years and have 
learned that God provides and takes care of his own,” 
Forrest said. “Put God first, then your family. Keep that in 
mind, and you will be successful.” 

It is our joy to support servants like Forrest and Pamela 
because of the gifts you give to this ministry.

A Letter from Our President
Dr. D. Hance Dilbeck, Jr.
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Every time I think about Mission:Dignity, I think about you.

Your kindness, your consistency and your heart for God’s servants embody the very spirit of generosity reflected 
throughout Scripture. Because of you, more than 2,600 retired pastors, workers and widows are able to experience 
peace of mind, dignity and daily provision in a season of life when it is needed most.

These dear men and women answered God’s call with a quiet faithfulness that often required personal sacrifice. They 
preached in small churches, ministered in out-of-the-way communities and served without expectation of earthly 
reward. They trusted the Lord to care for them then; through your generosity, he continues to care for them now.

I wish you could read the notes we receive every week. They are full of words like “thankful,” “remembered,” “blessed” 
and “answered prayer.” Your support doesn’t simply meet financial needs; it reassures these servants that their decades 
of ministry still matter and that they have not been forgotten by the family of faith.

As you read this issue of Guided Giving, I hope you will be encouraged by the lives you’ve touched. And as the Lord 
brings Mission:Dignity to mind in the days ahead, I pray you will continue to lift up our recipients — and this ministry — 
in your prayers.

Thank you for being such a faithful ministry partner in this work. Your generosity is a tangible expression of the love of 
Christ, and it is making an eternal difference.

With deep gratitude,

Dr. D. Hance Dilbeck, Jr.
President, GuideStone
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"A generous person will be enriched, and the one who gives 
a drink of water will receive water."  
Proverbs 11:25 (CSB)



One Big Beautiful Bill Act: 
Key 2025 Tax Changes Explained

Key Updates to Charitable Giving

•	 Effective for tax years beginning in 2026, standard deduction filers 
who do not itemize may deduct up to $1,000 for single filers and 
$2,000 for married filing jointly filers. To qualify for this deduction, 
the donation must be made in cash and must go to an operating 
charitable organization. The donation may not be made to a 
supporting organization (e.g., a private foundation) or be made  
to establish or maintain a donor-advised fund (DAF).

•	 Taxpayers who itemize must exceed a 0.5% adjusted gross  
income (AGI) floor before contributions are deductible.

•	 The OBBBA also made permanent the 60% of AGI deductibility 
limit on cash contributions to public charities.

Estate Tax Exemption

The OBBBA made permanent the estate tax exemption of $15 million per person ($30 million for a 
married couple), indexed for inflation.

For more information on how the One Big Beautiful Bill Act may affect you, scan this QR code to 
read the full article from GuideStone®:

Mission:Dignity Sunday 2026 
Save the Date: Mission:Dignity Sunday is June 28, 2026 

Remember your leaders who have spoken God’s Word to you. As you carefully observe the outcome of their lives, 
imitate their faith. Hebrews 13:7 (CSB)

Join us in supporting retirement-aged ministers, workers and their widows on Mission:Dignity Sunday 2026. 

Gifts from people like you and churches like yours provide monthly financial assistance to more than 2,600 faithful 
servants like Sally Moore:  

Sally and Dickie Moore served the Lord together for more than 40 years until Dickie passed in 2023.  

“I am so thankful for those who provide for Mission:Dignity. It’s a great help to people like me and others who need it in 
a time of grief or hardship. It’s God’s way of providing for those of us who need it.” Sally Moore, pastor’s widow.

Mission:Dignity had another record-breaking year of giving in 2025:

•	 Total giving (including gifts to endowments): $14,571,276 

•	 48,405 gifts were processed in 2025. 

•	 9,446 donors gave during 2025. 

•	 More than $9.6 million was distributed to 1,927 households consisting of 2,556 brothers and sisters in need.

In addition, the O.S. and Susie Hawkins Emergency Grant Fund has now been fully funded, reaching our hallelujah 
goal of $16 million two years ahead of its scheduled completion in 2027. This fund is producing $600,000 to $1 million 
annually for emergency grant needs for the neediest recipients.

100% of your gifts aid retirement-aged ministers, workers and widows in need. Your generosity resulted in another 
extraordinary year of helping our recipients. Thank you!

2025 Fundraising Update:
Yet Another Banner Year
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Give and order or download free materials 
online at MDSunday.org.

Promotional materials include:

Bulletin inserts

Posters

Videos of recipient stories

Materials are not dated and can be used at 
any time of the year. 

Mission:Dignity does not receive SBC 
Cooperative Program funding. 

To learn more about Mission:Dignity Sunday 
2026, contact our office at 1-877-888-9409 
and select “Option 2”. 



Financial Planning

Insurance Planning

Tax Planning

Investment Management

Estate Planning

Charitable Giving

Learn more about GuideStone 
Wealth Management

GuideStone Wealth Management and GuideStone Managed Accounts® services are fee-based services available to investors in personal investment 
accounts and non-ERISA retirement accounts offered by a GuideStone affiliate. An advisory fee for the services is assessed quarterly based on total 
managed assets in the account with a minimum annual gross fee for Wealth Management services. These fees are in addition to the underlying 
mutual fund fees used in providing the services. Advisory services are offered through GuideStone Advisors®, an SEC Registered Investment Adviser. 
Registration with the SEC as an investment adviser does not imply a certain level of skill or training. GuideStone Advisors is a controlled affiliate of 
GuideStone Financial Resources®. For more information about the firm, products and services, please review the GuideStone Affiliate Form CRS 
(GuideStone.org/FormCRS).

GuideStone, its affiliates, and financial advisors do not provide legal, tax, or accounting advice. 
You should consult your legal and/or tax advisors before making any financial decisions.

Financial Advice that 
Helps You Steward 
God’s Resources and 
Expand Your Impact
With GuideStone Wealth Management®, your advisor helps you 
integrate biblical values into your financial decisions and steward 
your wealth in a way that honors the Lord.
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Thank you for giving generously to Mission:Dignity®.  
our contributions will make a meaningful difference to 
these retirement-aged SBC ministers, workers and widows 
in need. Charitable giving is an integral part of your overall 
financial picture. Let us help you steward your resources 
and maximize your impact on the Kingdom.

40 Days of Dignity: Sneak Peek 
This year, Mission:Dignity will yet again release a 40-day devotional book 
highlighting devotionals written by our very own recipients. This devotional is 
available to anyone. A donation is suggested. We pray this book will bless you as it 
has blessed us! 

For more information, contact us or visit MissionDignity.org/Devotional to request 
your copy. 

Please enjoy an excerpt from the 2026 edition.

© 2026 GuideStone®     1830450    03/26    4700

40
 D

AYS O
F D

IG
N

ITY

40 DAYS
of Dignity
A Miss ion:Dign i ty  Devot ional  Guide
2026 Ed i t ion

© 2026 GuideStone®     1830450    03/26    4700

40
 D

AYS O
F D

IG
N

ITY

40 DAYS
of Dignity
A Miss ion:Dign i ty  Devot ional  Guide
2026 Ed i t ion

It was the middle of the night when my husband, Paul, 
gently woke me and asked, “What would you say if I told you 
God has called me to be a minister?”

My sleepy reply without hesitation was, “If you are sure, then 
I will support you completely.”

Paul struggled with that decision for several months before 
finally surrendering his life fully to God’s call into the ministry. 
That moment marked the beginning of our 36-year journey, 
a journey that ended with his passing in 2000 — but one that 
forever shaped my life and faith.

Shortly after announcing his calling, Paul was asked to 
pastor a very small rural church. He was 33, I was 28, and 
our three children were 10, 8 and 7. I remember feeling a 
mixture of emotions — great excitement about beginning 
this new chapter and deep sadness about leaving our home 
church. That church was where I had been saved at the 
tender age of eight, on a Friday morning during Vacation 
Bible School. The women there were like second mothers 
to me, and the children in my youth group were like family. 
Leaving them behind was not easy.

During that season, God led me to a Scripture that gave me 
tremendous comfort and courage — Mark 10:28-30 (NKJV):

Then Peter began to say to Him, "See, we have left all and 
followed You."

So Jesus answered and said, "Assuredly, I say to you, there 
is no one who has left house or brothers or sisters or father 
or mother or wife or children or lands, for My sake and the 
Gospel’s, who shall not receive a hundredfold now in this 
time — houses and brothers and sisters and mothers and 

children and lands, with persecutions — and in the age to 
come, eternal life.”

Those words became a promise I clung to — and they 
proved to be true.

During Paul’s pastorate at two churches, God provided 
me with some of the most amazing women who treated 
me like their own daughter or sister. He also blessed me 
with countless young people in the youth groups I had the 
joy of leading over the years. I truly gained new “families” 
everywhere we served.

I could go on and on about the blessings of being a pastor’s 
wife. Yes, there were ups and downs along the way, but 
Jesus never promised an easy road. He did say there would 
be persecutions. Through every trial and every triumph, 
God’s grace carried Paul, our family and me.

When God calls us to follow Him, He also promises to 
provide for our needs.

Now here I am — a pastor’s widow, soon to be 90 years 
old, living on a fixed income — and He is still providing. He 
even sent Mission:Dignity into my life, making a tremendous 
difference in my everyday living. Once again, God proved 
that He sees, He knows and He cares.

I am truly thankful and blessed.

Reflections from a Pastor’s Wife
Mark 10:28–30

Faye Heatherly 
Served alongside her late husband, 
Paul, for 36 years 
Mission:Dignity recipient since 2013
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Give Online! 
Due to widespread and ongoing mail delays 
many are experiencing, we recommend giving 
online via credit, debit or electronic funds  
transfer (EFT). 

Visit MissionDignity.org and click the Donate Now 
button to get started today. 

5005 LBJ Freeway, Ste. 2200
Dallas, TX 75244-6152


